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SUNDAY SERVICES 

8:30am –  Traditional Worship 
9:45am –  Sunday School Classes         
           for Adults, Youth, & Children      
11:00am – Contemporary Worship 

 

 

 

December 
       2019 

P. 1… Word From the Pastor 
P. 2 … For Your Information                       
P. 3… Sermon Series & Special Note 
P. 4… Joy 
P. 5… Mission / In Our  Prayers   
P. 6… Crossfit Youth 
P. 7… Children’s Chatter  
P. 8… Events to Remember &           
                   Staff Listing 

ANDOVER UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

P.O. Box 519 
Andover, KS  67002 

MEDIA CONNECTIONS 
Andover United Methodist Church 

www.andoverumc.com 
AUMC Online Church Directory 

https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/ 
The Outreach Newsletter 

andoverumc.com/outreach.html 
 

  FOLLOW US ON    
FACEBOOK:  
Andover United Methodist Church: 
https://www.facebook.com/AUMCKS 
Andover UMC CrossFit Youth       
Ministries:  https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n 
Andover UMC Children’s Ministry 

https://goo.gl/VbzPwX 

WORD FROM THE PASTORWORD FROM THE PASTOR  

“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 

 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God?    Micah 6:6-8 

     Happy New Year!   
 

     A common tradition is for people to pick New Year resolutions 
on how you can better your life.  While I don’t know how this    
tradition started, it makes sense that it did start. 
 
    Change is hard but it is easier if there is a break or feels like a 
break, which leads to believing there is an opportunity to change.  
In the middle of a mess, it can be hard to see how things could 
change but if there is a break it lets us see possibilities.  New 
Year is one of those breaks that can be an opportunity to see 
possibilities of change in our life.  
 
     I invite you to take a little break this New Year to catch your 
breath, rest a little, and to see the possibilities in your life.  As you 
take a little break, I invite you to hear the words of the prophet 
Micah, to do justices, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.  
In the middle of the mess of life, you might not have seen the  
possibilities to explore how you can improve justice either in  
Andover or somewhere else.  Be an example of kindness and 
have a humble walk with God.   
 
     New Year is a break from the mess and an opportunity for 
change.  May you in this New Year seek justice, kindness and a 
humble walk with God. 
 
Pastor Ryan 

http://www.andoverumc.com
https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/
https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n
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 THE LUCY SHOW 

 

DATE 11:00 Totals On Line 8:30 

11/3 41 110 52 69 

11/10 63 139 153 76 

11/17 49 119 56 70 

11/24 43    103 0 60 

     

AVRG 
(not 
with On 
line) 

49 118    69 

 

Those Gathered on Sunday  

to Worship the Lord Our God 

 

ANDOVER UNITED    
      METHODIST     
         CHURCH 

 Mission Statement 

“Connecting people 

with the love of God 

through Jesus Christ” 

Wednesday Community Meal 
Menu 

 
Jan. 15  Pulled Pork/Baked Beans/Chips/      
                                                         Desert 
Jan. 22       Ham & Escalloped Potatoes,  
                           Green Beans, & Desert 
Jan. 29       Turkey & Rice 
Feb. 5         Ham/Mac & Cheese/Peaches 
Feb. 12       Taco Bar-Chicken or Beef 
Feb. 19       Chicken Pot Pie/Desert 
Feb . 26      Soup Supper 

  FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

No Wed. Events: Jan. 1st & 8th.  Wed. Events and Community Meal start up again Jan. 15th 

Office Closed: 12/25, 1/1, & 1/20 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

Food Bank Closed: 12/24,12/25,12/28, 12/31, & 1/1 

Thrive Butler Andover Closed: 12/26 & 1/2 

Pathfinders to UMCOR March 2020 
     Pathfinders Sunday School class is headed to UMCOR in March 2020.  We will be selling homemade 
pumpkin, apple, and cherry pies through Feb. to help raise funds for the supplies that we are required to 
bring.        For more information contact  -    Tammy Eilert  316-655-8490 or Laurel Delimont  316-640-5461                         
Order forms will be available on the bulletin board at church. 

Greeter Training:  Jan. 26th, Sunday 5:00  Contact Pastor Ryan Lynch 

Crossfit Christmas Jars—AUMC youth is selling Christmas Jars to raise money for their Mission 

Trips.   Look for a youth on Sunday morning starting Dec. 8th until Dec. 29th.  

 

Year End Giving— To make sure your contributions are recorded in the 2019 giving year: 
      Contributions mailed to the church office must be postmarked Dec. 31st or earlier. 
      Contributions given in the offering plates for Dec.  Dec. 29th is the last Sunday for the year 
      Contributions brought to the church office must be turned in by  Dec. 31st. 
                                 ***We are asking everyone to help the ministries of AUMC by fulfilling their                  
                                     2019 pledge amount by Dec. 31st. 

Kids Connection (Wed.) 
Children’s Sunday School 
Worship Participants 
 (sign up links separately for each service) 
 
Go to website to signup or contact the   
Office. 
 

Food Bank (contact           
Mary  Carson or go to website to 
signup) 

Wed. Community Meal  
Family Breakfast 
(sign up at Volunteer Board in 
Foyer)  
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  SERMON SERIES 

 

  SPECIAL NOTE 

January Sermon Series: Epiphany- A Polaroid of God 

Pictures are amazing.  They capture a moment in time and allow us to go 

back and relive them.  Cameras have developed to the amazing digital 

things we have today.  They are on every phone and each picture is easily 

edited and shared.  As spectacular as cameras are today there is an    

interesting trend among camera sales: Polaroids are making a comeback. 

Compared to old school film cameras Polaroids were basically an instant 

photo.  The photo quality was less than perfect and the picture frame 

caused a smaller area for the image.  Yet, Polaroids captured a real     

unaltered moment.  This is one of the reasons for their current resurgence.  

They are real in every sense.  It is an actual photograph and not a digital 

file.  It is an unalterable moment in time. 

Epiphany is a Polaroid.  An unalterable moment it time that gives you a 

real sense of God’s presence, power, love and/or grace.  Join us this   

January as we look for epiphanies, Polaroids of God, in our lives. 

Jan 5th- Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan 12th- Matthew 3:13-17 

Jan 19th- John 1:29-42 

Jan 26th- Matthew 4:12-23 

Finance/Budget Report to the Congregation 

     We have completed our Pledge drive and with that information the Finance Committee has prepared a budget that the 
Administrative Board approved on December 9th.  We want to give you an update on the finances of the Church and the 
Budget for next year. 
 
     First a little information about 2019.  By year end, we will have paid all operating expenses and should have a small 
balance in the checking account to begin next year.  Unfortunately, we will not able to pay all of the Mission and Ministry 
funds to the Conference that we were assessed.  Also, we will begin 2020 with less cash in the bank account than what 
we started 2019 with.  
  
     As for 2020, we have approved a budget.  However, it is not a balanced budget.  In other words, the pledges and   
estimated giving will not cover all of our projected expenses and Mission and Ministries assessments for next year.  Over 
the next several months and maybe longer, the leadership team of the Church will be looking at a number of different 
ways to reduce expenses.  At the last Ad Board meeting, we already identified several areas that we will start              
researching immediately.  We recognize that some tough decisions will probably need to be made in the coming months.   
 
     What does that mean for AUMC?  First and most importantly, God’s work for this Church is not done.  The doors are 
still open, the lights are still on and the programs will continue.  However, as we move forward, we may be doing the   
programs in a different way.  As an example, maybe more of what we do is done by volunteers.  Certainly we need to find 
a less costly way to do what we do. 
 
     If you have any questions about this information, feel free to reach out to me, to Nancy Mattke or anyone else on the 
Administrative Board.  If you want to view the 2020 Budget, contact the office and a copy will be made available to you.  
If you want to give further of your time, your talents, or your gifts, please come talk to one of us.  Every little bit helps. 
 
     Let me leave you with one more thought.  Our mission as Christians is to bring others to the love of Jesus Christ.  
That is our purpose.  That is what we are here for.  As we move forward and as tough choices may have to be made, 
let’s not forget that mission, that purpose.  Through Christ all things are possible.  Thank you for your time, your gifts, and 
your support.    

Dan Eilert  
Administrative Board Chair 
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JOY  

Making Youth Christmas 

Youth Group 
Youth Games 

Children’s Christmas Program: “Twas the Night Before Christmas” 



5 

  MISSIONS  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

For additions and updates:  Send email to churchoffice@andoverumc.com;  Place in prayer box 
in sanctuary; or Call church office-316-733-1644             

Sympathies to families & 

friends in the passing of: 

Illness & Treatment: Illness & Treatment 

contd.: 

Other: 

Marjorie Westfahl, Jill Hedger’s 
grandmother 
__________________________ 
Pam Matlock 

John, uncle of Eric Becker 
________________________ 
Joe Piazza, Dave Valerio’s 
cousin Betsy Piazza’s husband 

Serenity Carpenter, Sarah & 
Ryan Lynch’s niece  
________________________   
Myrna Hinz, mother of Rick 
Hinz 

Paul Haines 

_____________________ 
Melody Billings 

Leslie Plunk 
__________________________ 
Doris Evans 

Kevin Edwards, friend of 
James & Tiffany Stepien 

Hailey Becker Hall, daughter of  
Erick & Renee Becker 

Margaret Thorpe 
______________________ 
Bob Coss 

Cathy Graham Buff Buffington, son-in-law of 
Don & Willa Edwards 

Duane Crossman, father of  
Shannon Williams 

Mother of David Vaughters 
______________________ 
Georgia Carpenter 

Richard Vaughers, David 
Vaughters’ father 

Janice Kaupilla, cousin of 
Dave Valerio 

Mother & Father of Justin 
Kneisel 

Betty Rich 
______________________ 
Lois & Bill Hendrix 

Father of Shirley Padding Father of Kay Reissig Virginia Wise, friend of Pam  
Matlock 

Ernie Johnson 

Kathy Halfman’s sister Friend of Jana Robinson Marla, Nancy Kohman’s sister Eldon Graham 

     AUMC has a strong history of being in the mission field.  The past several 

years we have focused on a new mission each month as well as highlighting 

the missions we do in our everyday life.   

     In 2020 we are going to focus our  efforts on three areas: Service Projects, 

Food missions, and Education outreach.  Instead of looking at a new mission 

each month we are going to spend three months on each mission focus.   

 Service Projects- February to April 

 Food Missions- May to July 

 Education Outreach- August to September 

     We will create teams for each mission focus to plan and help with the      

mission.   

     In January, the missions committee invites you to a time of discernment.    

As you make New Year’s resolutions we invite you to make a resolution to be      

involved in a mission this year.   
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  CROSSFIT YOUTH  NEWS 

 

 

 

 

View our calendar at bit.ly/1KmUhYm 

Visit our Facebook page              

Sunday:  

9:45am Sunday     

             School    
         (meets all year)           

6:30pm Crossfit 
            (Does not meet   

            during school   

            summer break.) 

Wednesday:  

6:30pm Middle School   

             

7:00pm High School                        

                                                     
(Does not meet during school 

summer break)                     

Happy January and Happy New Year! 

Welcome to 2020 everyone, 2019 was a whirlwind of a year! As I look back on everything that 

we’ve done as a church and as a youth group, I feel more and more excited for what’s to come. To kick 

off the year we are taking several students to a new event! The Renew Event is something that myself 

and some other local United Methodist youth directors dreamed up to provide students with an             

opportunity to come together before school starts back up and refresh their spirits. The Great Plains  

Conference puts on an event called the ONE Event that until 2020 took place in January. They decided to 

move the ONE Event to the summertime to reimagine its purpose. This gave our Wichita districts a    

wonderful opportunity to do some imagining for ourselves, and we are so excited to be able to provide 

something like this for our students. We have lined up an awesome worship band  comprised of worship 

leaders from Chapel Hill UMC and Winfield First UMC, an inspiring speaker, Erinn Kuehl, countless   

                                                 games and activities, two sessions of intensives led by people in  

                                                 ministry all over the greater Wichita area, and to end the day, a   

                                                 concert put together by Trent Gaddie, a musician for Life Church   

                                                 West Wichita. I’ve already said how excited I am for this event, but                                                            

                                                 I am most excited for how it will kick off our year and give our  

                                                 students the encouragement to take on a new semester and a new  

                                                 year.  

 

                                                            I want to thank everyone who helped out with Crossfit Youth   

                                                 Ministries over the last year, and encourage others who are   

                                                 interested in getting to know some of our awesome students to talk                           

                                                 to me about getting  connected! 

 

 I also want to go ahead and put our next fundraiser on everyone’s radar since it will be here     

before you know it! Crossfit’s annual Valentine’s Dinner Fundraiser is coming up on Saturday,            

February 8th. Students will begin selling tickets shortly, so find a student and save yourself a seat! 

Crossfit will resume regular weekly meetings on Wednesday, January 15th. I can’t wait to see 

everyone! 

 

Peace, 
Melissa Connell 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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 CHILDREN’S CHATTER 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

         

 

 Nursery services are also provided during these meeting times for children birth-3 years old!           

Wednesday: 
 6:30pm—7:30pm:         
      Join Kids Connect   
upstairs for a time of faith 
formation that will make 
you laugh, help you grow 
and inspire imaginations!  
      
(Does not meet during 
school  summer break.)                       

Sunday:   

9:45am Sunday School   

     Join us for Bible fun as we explore       
the scriptures through rough art,      
science, games, cooking, drama, and 
music.   

11:00 am Journey of Grace Worship  

      Worship as a family in this service 
made specifically to encourage    

children’s participation.  

  Children’s Ministry Small Groups for Pre-K to 5th Graders 

     Time flies.  I cannot believe it is 2020 already!  And it’s time for New Year’s resolutions.    

Regardless of how you feel about them, everyone loves the idea of a fresh start!  It is an   

opportunity to take better care of ourselves, treat others better, or even improve our walk 

with God. 

     With busy schedules, it’s easy to fall into survival mode and lose focus on what really 

matters, the eternal future of our children and ourselves.  So no matter what other goals you 

set for the year ahead, keep in mind the “end goal” of heaven. 

     When faith is your top priority, and your family’s, it’ll also become your children’s top    

priority. 

     Here are some ideas for staying focused on Jesus during the New Year: 

 Create a family mission statement together.  Decide your values, purpose, and vision. 

 Start reading an age-appropriate family devotional together after dinner.  End each 

time with prayer. 

 

     Two goals I have for the Kids Ministry is to create a vision, with parental input, and to 

have monthly events that focus either on family time or service to others.  I welcome any       

ideas or suggestions. 

 

Happy New Year to you and your family!  

Erin Murray, 
Children’s Ministry Director 
 



Andover United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 519 

Andover, KS 67002 
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OUR STAFF  
       Pastor—Ryan Lynch  ryanl@andoverumc.com 

      Youth Ministry—Melissa Connell melissac@andoverumc.com 

      Children’s Ministry—Erin Murray erinm@andoverumc.com 

      Music Ministry—Justin Petersen justinp@andoverumc.com 

      Nursery Cor.—Mary Vaughters churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Financial Secr.—Marcia Haskins  marciah@andoverumc.com 

Organist—Irene Martin churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Custodian— Steve Owen churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Admin/Treasurer– Mary Robey  maryr@andoverumc.com 

 

IMPORTANT EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

                      

 

 Wednesday 
Evening 
Events 

Start  - after break 
Jan. 15 

Cub Scout          
Pinewood Derby 

Jan. 24   
5-8pm    

Jan. 25   
11am-3:30pm 


