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www.andoverumc.com 

AUMC Online Church Directory 
https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/ 
The Outreach Newsletter 

andoverumc.com/outreach.html 

  FOLLOW US ON    
FACEBOOK:  
 
Andover United Methodist Church: 
https://www.facebook.com/
AUMCKS 
Andover UMC CrossFit Youth       
Ministries:  https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n 
Andover UMC Children’s Ministry 

https://goo.gl/VbzPwX 

WORD FROM THE PASTOR 
MAY 2020 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
LIVESTREAM 

FACEBOOK AUMCKS 
10:00am 

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him. Mark 1:12 

Jesus was quarantined!  Not for fourteen days but for forty days.      

Quarantined from family and friends; from his faith community; from     

civilization.  They are  stories of people who choose to go off on their 

own.  A self-quarantined from society and all of its stress and worries.  

People choose to find solitude to think and to heal.  Occasionally, these 

people will re-emerge from quarantined with a total brand-new idea that 

will change the way the entire world thinks.  More often, people              

re-emerge with a new understanding of self and who they want to be as 

the engage with others.  A time of solitude can be extremely beneficial. 

Jesus was not self-quarantined.  This was not a choice he made.  Jesus 

was forced into quarantined.  Forced quarantined is far less appealing 

than the romanticized self-quarantined.  The difference is choice.  When 

we choose to separate ourselves, we can experience the benefits of    

solitude.  Jesus often chose to separate himself for a moment of solitude 

to pray.  Solitude can bring peace and reorientation of our soul.  When 

quarantine is forced, we experience isolation and lack of choice.  Isolation 

is barren where life wastes away.  Isolation brings fear, dread, doubt, and 

insecurities.  In isolation the feeling of powerless overwhelms to the point 

of losing the desire to even try.  Temptation flourishes in isolation.  We 

stop making choices and just fall into predictable behavior.  Even when 

we make choices, it feels like the choices are being made for us.  Jesus 

was quarantined, in isolation tempted by one saying he was powerless. 

Jesus was in quarantined but he was not powerless.  Jesus pushed off 

temptation and grasped on to his potency to make choices.  Jesus 

choose to be faithful and righteous.  In Christ, we also have the potency 

to make choices.  As we are in this state of quarantine, you may feel 

powerless.  Yet, I believe you still have potency.  You still have the ability 

to choose.  While it may seem small, realizing that you have the power to 

choose turns our isolation into solitude; turns 40 days in the desert from a 

death sentence to the moment that propelled the ministry that brings life 

to the world! 

Stay healthy and know that in Christ we have the power to choose life! 

God Bless, Pastor Ryan 

http://www.andoverumc.com
https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/
https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n
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DATE 8:30 11:00 Totals On Line 

3/1/20 54 40 94 36 

3/8/20 56 43 99 37 

3/15/20 Adult 

Srvc. 

286 286  

3/22/20 Adult 

Srvc. 

501   658 Child. 

Srvc.-

157 

3/29/20 Adult   

Srvc. 

    382      498 Child. 

Srvc. 

-116 

 

Those Gathered on Sunday  
in the building and on line to    

Worship the Lord Our God 

ANDOVER UNITED    
      METHODIST     
         CHURCH 

 Mission Statement 

“Connecting people 

with the love of God 

through Jesus 

 ➢➢➢ FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

A Note from Finance 
 

    It is a strange time and probably time for an update on our church’s finances.                                     
 
Some quick notes: 

The building loan has been paid off    Hooray!! 
Money designated given for building since the payoff is being set aside for future building    

maintenance needs 
Memorials has designated money to upgrade the equipment used to broadcast our services  
AUMC applied for and received a loan under the CARES act.  This will help us keep paying 

our employees. 
 
    A reminder that the church is not closed and still has expenses.  You can mail in your donation, 
drop it in the slot in the hallway in the office, go on online to the website and you can give there 
through Paypal.     
    
Some numbers: 

As of March 31, 2020, our year to date loss is $2,075.60  
We have not paid any missions and ministries funds this year 
Our monthly budget (including missions and ministries is $31,000 

 
Please do remember to continue your support at this time.  AUMC is still working and sharing the 
love  of God with our community and that requires our on-going tithes and offerings.  

 
A wonderful quote from Facebook -    “The church is not closed – it has been deployed.” 

     
Questions—contact Nancy Mattke, Dan Eilert, or Pastor Ryan. 

 Pastor Ryan is leading a study over 1 Peter.  It is a book in the new testament and is rather short!  This 

short 4 week study is held on Wednesday nights at 6:30 via zoom.  Started 4/22/20. If you would like to join 

the study, please e-mail  pastor Ryan at ryanl@andoverumc.com to receive the zoom invite. 

Youth have zoom Meetings: Middles School Tuesday at 4:30 and High school on Thursday at 4:15.     
Melissa sent out the e-mail zoom invite. If you didn't receive it or accidental deleted it, you can  e-mail her 
at  melissac@andoverumc.com. 

Kids Connect have zoom     

meetings Wednesday at 7pm.   

Erin sent out an e-mail with the 

zoom invite as well as other 

things for the kids.  

 If you didn't receive this e-mail or 

accidentally deleted it, you can   

e-mail Erin at 

erinm@andoverumc.com 

mailto:ryanl@andoverumc.com
mailto:melissac@andoverumc.com
mailto:erinm@andoverumc.com
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 ➢➢➢ SERMON SERIES 

Photo by Gabriel Jimenez on Unsplash 

May Sermon Series: Parable of the Sower  

What kind of soil is your soul?   

Just like a garden that needs good soil for plants 
to grow, our soul need to be good soil for our 
faith to grow.   

Join us as we explore gardening and our soul by   
diving into Jesus’s parable of the sower. 

April 26   Matthew 13:1-9       The Path 

May 3      Luke 8:4-8     Rocky Soil 

May 10    Mark 4:1-9     Soil with Thorns 

May 17    Matthew 13:10-17   The Good Soil 

Sympathies to  families & 
friends in the passing of: 

Illness &  Treatment:  Illness &  Treatment contd.:  Recovering Other  

Linda Hope Bob West 
     Richard Wasson 

George Thrasher,                
  Mike Dehass’ Step-Father 
 

Rhonda Menke 

     Brad Hope 

Betty Rich 

   Eldon Graham 

Judy Thiel, Russ Thiel’s   

     sister-in-law 
John, uncle of Eric Becker 
   Friend of Jana  Robinson 

Mother & Father of Justin  
   Kneisel 

Linda Hope Margaret Thorpe 

     Ernie Johnson 

Walter Mattke,           

     Frank Mattke’s brother 

Virginia Wise, friend of  
 Pam Matlock 

Janice Kaupilla, cousin of   
  Dave Valerio 

Braxton Church,  
  great-nephew of    
  Marjorie Snyder 

Georgia Carpenter 

     Melody Billings 

Marge Snyder’s sister 

      
Kevin Edwards friend of      
  James & Tiffany Stepien 

Buff Buffington, son-in-law of  
  Don & Willa  Edwards 

 Lois & Bill Hendrix 

     Paul Haines 

  Lois Ward Hendrix 

    

Marla, Nancy Kohman’s   
  sister 

Myrna Hinz, mother of Rick   
  Hinz 

 Mother of David    
   Vaughters 

Alyce Minor 
     
    Connie Hale 

Serenity Carpenter, 
  Sarah & Ryan Lynch’s     
   niece 

Duane Crossman,  Father of    
  Shannon Williams 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

https://unsplash.com/@gabrielj_photography?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/garden?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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 ➢➢➢ FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

 
Boxtop$ for Education has changed to digital reporting and capturing!               
I just installed the app on my phone and selected McCurdy Charter School. It 

looks pretty easy. After installing the app, one takes a photo of your receipt using that 
app and the credit is given to your school of choice! No more  clipping, bringing to 
the church, sorting out expired, sending to McCurdy.    It’s automatic. 
      
The envelope for collection will be removed from the bulletin board (Tyson and 
Campbells have discontinued their programs). If you have any questions, I’ll try to 
help. I know the hardest part for me will be to remember to do this each time I shop, 
instead of tearing off the label and collecting it! Let me know how it goes for you.   
 
We continue to collect batteries and pop tops….when we can gather again! 
 
Barb Hartness 

News from the Food Bank 
 

My mother always told me hate was a strong word.  Believe me 
when I tell you that I hate this virus, I hate this pandemic, and I 
hate this social isolation.  I  understand why its important, but I 
don’t have to like it.  So, in the middle of all this, I am amazed at 
how thankful I am.  Crazy?   Probably. 

      
At the very beginning of the outbreak the food bank changed from a shopping model 
to a distributed grocery model.  We immediately had folks volunteer to make the 
bags.  Thankful.  At the same time, several in our  community reached out and  
wanted to know what we needed.  Thankful.  Some volunteers found the threat of 
the virus too much and stopped volunteering.  But new volunteers stepped up.  
Thankful.  I worried how our compromised clients would get their groceries.  The 
Andover Police Department stepped up to do home  delivery.  Thankful.  Everything 
that comes along that could be a stumbling block, has turned into a blessing.  I am 
truly thankful. 
     
The food bank is now a drive thru.  Our clients pull up, we get their information and 
put the groceries in their trunk.  We list our needs weekly on our Facebook page and 
every week we receive donations.  We are open our regular hours                       
(Tue 10-1, Wed 3-6, & the last Sat 10-12).   
 
Please encourage our Andover neighbors that we are still here and are happy to 
help.   
 
Mary Carson, Executive Director, Andover Community Food Bank 
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 ➢➢➢ FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

05 Hardy Wasson 

05 Joscine Enfield 

05 Jared Mattke 

05 Ken Young 

09 Neil Hodges 

10 Ryan Mattke 

11 Cheryl Wertheimer 

11 John Jacobsen 

11 Catherine Johnson 

12 Marlene Beneke 

12 Dale Christian 

13 Justin Wessling 

13 Gary Harmon 

14 Alexis Hartness 

14 Bree Enfield 

16 Rachelle Clift 

17 Lovetta Burnett 

17 Kristin McCleerey 

18 Mary Carson 

18 Owen Straub 

19 Chris Bumgarner 

19 Paige Alexander 

19 Emily Smith 

20 Joye Malcom 

20 Steve Shook 

20 Zachary Dower 

22 Jerry Brady 

22 Phyllis Seidl 

23 Jody Huxman-Ramirez 

23 Elle Yates 

23 Emma Yates 

24 Amanda Longacre 

25 Chuck Hart 

25 Regann Shipley 

26 Gabrielle Pippin 

26 Benjamin Grimm 

27 Megan Kohman 

28 Kolby Miller 

29 Betsy Bumgarner 

31 Leighton Fetters 

03 Dale & Marlene Beneke 

12 Erik & Lindsie Nygaard 

16 Matt & Catherine Johnson 

19 Joey & Nita Jackson 

20 Darryl & Carly Haynes 

21 Randy & Tammy Owen 

23 Lee & Leela Coss 

25 Roy & Nadine Hayden 

28 Bob & Betty Pippin 

29 Mark & Karey Padding 

30 Anthony & Alexis Hartness 

31 Jeff & Gwin Young 

31 Michael & Gina Miller  

MAY 

***Contact the church office, (316) 733-1644 or churchoffice@andoverumc.com for any    

additions or  edits to the birthdays & anniversaries. 

Celebrate our   2020  

Graduating Seniors in our 

High School Ministry 

Josh Day 

Jace Guerrie 

Katie Hamilton 

Vincent Iorio 

Ethan Mangels 

Jillian Primm 

Ethan Straub 
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 ➢➢➢ CROSSFIT YOUTH  NEWS 

 

                                                                                Youth have zoom Meetings: Middles School Tuesday at 4:30                         
                                                                         and High school on Thursday at 4:15.     
                                                                         Melissa sent out the e-mail zoom invite. If you didn't receive                                                                  
                                                                         it or accidental deleted it, you can  e-mail her at                                  
                                                                           melissac@andoverumc.com. 
   

       Visit our Facebook page              

Happy May! 

 

I want to start off by saying that I’ve been praying for each and every one of you always, but especially 

over the last few weeks. I know we’re all going through lifestyle changes and experiencing our different 

struggles. Whether you’re learning how to homeschool as a parent or student, working from home, still 

going to work and risking your health, or any number of other possible things that you could be going 

through, just know that you always have a place where you can find support through this church and this 

youth program! 

 

Our youth program looks a lot different now that it did two months ago. We have started doing Zoom 

meetings every week to keep our connection strong and still get to learn and grow as a group! The    

Middle School Zoom meetings are on Tuesdays at 4:30pm, and our High School Zoom meetings are on 

Thursday’s at 4:15pm. We’ve been doing this for about 3 weeks now and it’s going well! Obviously it’s 

not as great as hanging out in person, but it’s so wonderful to see everyone’s faces and hear about their 

lives. If you want to make sure your student gets to be a part of these meetings please follow our        

Instagram page, join our Facebook group, or send me an email so that I can add you to our weekly email 

list. 

 

As far as our summer plans, I have no certainty to bring you. Our mission trips are still up in the air. Any 

students and their parents who have committed to a mission trip this summer will be contacted soon with 

more information. As of right now Camp Horizon is planning on being open for the camping season. 

There is a real possibility that the season will get pushed back or cancelled in which case they will inform 

people of other options. I encourage you to go ahead and get your student signed up for camp if you 

haven’t already!  

 

I have no encouraging words that haven’t been said before to give to you, I just want to make sure that 

all of you know that you have a support system with us. We love and care about each and every one of 

you and your students and can’t wait to see you again! 

 

Peace, 

Melissa Connell 

Director of Youth Ministries 

mailto:melissac@andoverumc.com
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➢➢➢ CHILDREN’S CHATTER 

 

 April showers bring May flowers or so the saying goes.  I pray that in May we may see flowers blooming and the 

opportunity to praise and worship with one another again.  Our world is at a standstill and it would be nice to know 

when the world will return to “normal.”  Dealing with all is a burden and we don’t have many places to turn for    

advice.  Navigating the way with children is more disconcerting as you are personally dealing with your own very 

real fears.  You can’t follow your own routines to help deal with stress and your children certainly cannot follow 

their routines.  Very little about our world is “normal” right now.   

Imagine how all the children are feeling!  There several ways we can help support our children.   

Ask what the children have heard or know,  
Be available to Listen  
Be an example 
Calm their fears  
Develop good hygiene habits 

 
There are several things we can do too  

Don’t compare yourself to others.  Your family is special and what works for one family might not work for   
others. 

Do the best you can 
Prayer together 
Make the most of your time together!  You may never have this kind of time with your family again 

 
 Kids grow up so fast and we have been given the gift of slowing down time.  Speaking of gifts, 
remember God so loved us that He sent His Son, Jesus into our broken world.  Bad things happen at times to  
everyone and that’s a part of our life here.  But God has promised to never leave us nor forsake us.  One day we 
will have a perfect place to live.  Until then, remember to Slow down and breathe deep.  You got this! 

 
Blessings, Erin 
                                                         ********************************** 
 

Family ideas 
National Bike Month- May is National Bike Month and that's just as good a reason as any to dust off the bikes, 

put on the helmets and start riding. 
 
Older Americans Month- Kids are often told to respect their elders but they're not told much more beyond that. 

Older Americans Month gives you the opportunity to explain to children why their elders are so important. 
Their grandparents can be perfect examples too.   

Check out Letters to Elderly on Facebook. 
 
“Mirror, Mirror” -Read Colossians 3:17. Say: “Whatever we do or say, we can represent Jesus.” Give each  

person an inexpensive pocket mirror. Use permanent markers to write the words of the Bible verse around 
the edges. Decorate the back of the mirror with words or pictures that remind you to be kind like Jesus. 

VBS-This year’s theme is Concrete & Cranes. We will need help, so 
please pray and ask the Lord if you are to be involved in this Ministry. 
VBS will be held the third week of July, July 20-24. Please mark your 
calendars. We will be needing help setting up and cleaning up after 
VBS, so if you can't help during the week,  perhaps you can help in   
one of these areas. Sign-ups coming soon. 

What’s happening? 
Game Night-TBD 
Reverse Lock-In-TBD,  
          more info to come 
Camp Horizon-June 8-12 
VBS-Concrete and Cranes- 
         July 20-24 

 
Kids Connect have zoom meetings     
  Wednesday at 7pm. Erin sent out an        
  e-mail with the zoom invite as well as  
  other things for the kids.  
If you didn't receive this e-mail or         
  accidentally deleted it, you can e-mail   



Andover United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 519 

Andover, KS 67002 

Return Service Requested 

Phone: 316-733-1644 | Email: info@andoverumc.com | Website: www.andoverumc.com 

««Missing merge field»» 

 

      

OUR STAFF  
      Pastor—Ryan Lynch  ryanl@andoverumc.com 

      Youth Ministry—Melissa Connell melissac@andoverumc.com 

      Children’s Ministry—Erin Murray erinm@andoverumc.com 

      Music Ministry—Justin Petersen justinp@andoverumc.com 

      Nursery Cor.—Mary Vaughters churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Financial Secr.—Marcia Haskins  marciah@andoverumc.com 

Organist—Irene Martin churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Custodian— Steve Owen churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Admin/Treasurer– Mary Robey  maryr@andoverumc.com 
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