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WORD FROM THE PASTOR JUNE 2020 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
LIVESTREAM 

FACEBOOK AUMCKS 
10:00am 

Greetings and Happy June Andover UMC!  For my newsletter 
articles the next few months I am going to be looking at the 
parables that come after the parable of the sower.  As we 
strive to make our harvest thirty, sixty and even a hundredfold, 
I invite you to consider what Jesus said after calling each of us 

24 
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 
25 

but while everybody was asleep, 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 

26 
So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
27 

And 
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 
seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 

28 
He answered, ‘An 

enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and  
gather them?’ 

29 
But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 

the wheat along with them. 
30 

Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and 
at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in      
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”  Matthew 13:24-30 

     Jesus explains the parable a little while later in verses 36-43 of the same chapter.  
His explanation is that good seeds are children of God and the weeds are the children 
of the evil one.  Jesus will not uproot the entire creation to remove the weeds because 
it will damage the wheat. Rather, at harvest just as the weeds and the wheat are      
separated so will the Son of Man separate with the evil being thrown out and the  
righteous shining like the sun in the kingdom of the Father.        
     This parable both explains why we need to be good soil, so the word of God will 
grow in us giving the ability to be righteous at time of judgement, and why evil persist 
in the world with an all-powerful God.  Scripture about judgement can turn some 
away, of which I understand.  I invite you to look past the burning fire to see what   
Jesus is communicating.  Life is full of decisions and consequences.  Those decisions 
can lead us toward God or away.  Jesus is explaining what it is like away from God 
not to cause fear or to point at others to label them as doomed.  The whole purpose of    
Jesus’ ministry is to shine a light and lead us to God.  Jesus doesn’t want us to be 
condemned, it is his desire that we are saved.  To do so he needs to point out that 
while there are those around us that seem to be rewarded for their greed, lust, abuse 
of power, and arrogance they in fact are not rewarded. Not only in the “time of    
judgement” but even in the present they experience life distant from God.  This life will 
eventually catch up to them causing great pain and suffering or as Jesus says, 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth”. 
     Unlike seeds we can change, which is why Jesus is telling us the parable.  We can 

improve our “soil” or life so that we may receive the word of God.  We can also      

improve how we live so what is growing in us is righteousness leading to love for God 

and neighbor.  While the parable describes a seed as one person for me to place this 

parable into action in my life is to think of all my decisions as seeds.  Am I planting a 

good seed with my action or am I planting a weed.  Good seeds in relation to the par-

able are as different as good seeds in the garden.  Just as each grows what they like 

(cucumber, lettuce, tomato, herbs, peas, etc...) we each have our own way that we 

show the love of God and neighbor.  How can you this June plant good seeds in your 

life?   

     I pray your June will be blessed and we may have a harvest thirty, sixty and a 

hundredfold! 

In Christ, Pastor Ryan 

 

first parable commonly referred to as the parable of weeds among the wheat: 

http://www.andoverumc.com
https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/
https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n
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 ➢➢➢ FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

Plan for reopening: 

Andover UMC, 
Thank you for filling out the survey regarding starting in person activities at AUMC.  The results showed that 27% are ready to 
return as soon as AUMC opens, 35% are going to wait and 40% responded that they want to return, albeit with concerns and 
caution.  It is with concern and precaution that AUMC leadership has been in discussion about in-person worship. 

     In deciding when AUMC can open up for in-person worship there have been two priorities that I placed before the      
leadership that need to be set before we reopen- 

1)   A process so we can worship in a space that allows 6 feet distance and does not create a heightened risk of  
spreading the Covid-19 virus.  There is a risk in all gatherings that is impossible to eliminate.  If we take precautions, 
we can limit that risk. 

2)   The ability to continue live streaming for those people who are not comfortable or ready to worship in-person.  Not 
everyone will be ready at the same time and this will allow them to remain connected to AUMC.  Also, live streaming 
expands our outreach to the community. 

     Where we are at in the two priorities: 

Priority #1 A Process.  First, when we start worshiping again in-person it will not be the same.  This is a reality we must     

accept.  I encourage you to think of this acceptance as not a negative attitude but a freeing attitude.  If we focus on what we 

can do not only will it allow us to be present in what we are able to do, it will free us to envision what other possibilities God has 

for AUMC.  Living “outside of the box” can be stressful and it is also often where we encounter God. 

 
     Below is the process that we have identified: 

• For the time being we are going to have one service at 10am.  This is not a permanent change yet when we will go back to 

two services is going to be worked out after we have seen how the process for reopening works for the one service.  Again, 

the priority is to limit the risk and to do so it is wise to start with one service before going back to two. 

• As you arrive in the parking lot there will be new signage that will direct people to the entrance as well as what to expect as 

you enter the church.  The signs will contain the information that follows in a more concise form. 

• We will ask people attending to wear masks.  I understand masks do not prevent you from getting sick.  Masks do help limit 

the likelihood of you spreading a virus to someone else.  If everyone is wearing masks, then we have reduced the risk of 

spread. 

• We will not have coffee or refreshments this summer. 

• We will ask that you enter the doors on the east side that lead straight to the narthex (entry) and sanctuary.  The building 

will be “closed off” from the east bathrooms on.  If we need more places to sit, the usher will then direct people to the  

chapel for overflow seating that will be measured to allow six feet of distance. 

• An usher will greet you and walk you to your seat.  I am sorry, but that does mean you will likely have to sit in a new spot 

each Sunday!  Change can be fun, right?  An usher will also release the pews for exiting the service. 

• Seating will be different.  There are two sitting options we will try.  Both have been measured as allowing six feet of       

distance.  The reason to try both is to see which is more comfortable for social distance worship. 

 We will limit two family units or individuals to a pew.  We will also be skipping every other pew.  We will ask 

that you sit near the edge with one sitting on the inside and another on the outside. 

 We will use every pew but will stager by having family units or individuals sitting on the inside by the aisle 

and then on the outside. 

• We will not have live music and singing until July.  Singing, while joyful, spreads the virus farther than normal breathing and 

talking.  The music will be recorded and played in worship. 

• Our greeting time will be limited to waves and air high-fives. 

• There will be no bulletin handed out nor will there be any hymnals or bibles in the pews.  The pew cushions have also been 

picked up.  This has been suggested as the pews are easier to disinfect than cushions are. 

• The offering plate will not be passed.  There will be a place where you can place your offering either before or after the  

service. 

• Communion, while always open if you feel called to come forward, will be handled with precaution.  If you attend, please do 

not feel pressured to take communion.  We will have communion available as people leave worship.  You may also bring in 

a container a piece of bread and juice.  Then you may take communion after you leave worship or when you get home.  

• We will ask that conversations before and after church happen in the parking lot.  Please keep six feet of distance. 

- Contd.on  P. 4- 
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 ➢➢➢ SERMON SERIES 

SERMON SERIES: Faith is a Verb 

A verb is a word that asserts an action, shows a state of being, links two words together or helps another verb.  In 

other words, a verb is not something you possess it is something you do or live.  Faith is not something you can 

possess, rather it is something you live.  For the next three weeks as we celebrate Ascension of Jesus,           

Pentecost and Trinity we will look at how these holy Sundays describe our triune God as a living, relational and 

action-filled God.  Join us as we hear how the living God calls us a faith of action; a faith we live; a faith that is a 

verb! 

May 31
st
 A piano is for playing 

 Pentecost, Acts 2:1-13 

June 7th  A life is for connecting 

 Trinity Sunday, Genesis 1:1-2:4 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES: Catch the fire! 

With summer upon us that means the joy of more camping which means 

more campfires. Campfires bring people together and even inspire others.  

When you see someone else’s campfire it inspires you to make your own or 

go and make some new friends. My love for campfires and s’mores has 

been proudly proclaimed and lived out.  What about my love for Jesus?  

This sermon series we are going to take the fire of the Holy Spirit we get 

from Pentecost and spread the passion and story of Jesus like we spread 

news about a good show, a good restaurant, a good s’more.  Join us as we 

let the fire of the Holy Spirit ignite our soul and our life to be the good news 

of Jesus! 

14-Jun Catch Fire John 20:19-31 

21-Jun Keep It Burning Luke 24:13-35 

28-Jun Shine Brightly John 10:1-10 (11-18) 

5-Jul Fan the Flame John 14:1-14 

12-Jul Spread Wildly John 14:15-21 

19-Jul Start More Fires   John 17:1-11 

26-Jul A New Day John 7:37-39 

 



 

DATE Adult 

Srvc. 

Child. 

Servc. 

Totals 

4/5/20 374 80 454 

4/12/20 376 7 383 

4/19/20 379 152 531 

4/26/20 402 68 470 

Those Gathered on line 
Sunday  

 to Worship the Lord Our 
God 

ANDOVER UNITED    
      METHODIST     

 Mission Statement 

“Connecting people 

with the love of God 

through Jesus Christ” 
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 ➢➢➢ FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

Note from Finance  
  

We are still not meeting together but our work goes on.  AUMC 

continues to reach out in our community and to each other. 

         Here is the news from the finance side of church as of April 30, 2020 
  

Total contributions for general expenses year to date  $98,383.67  

Total general budget expenses year to date    94,012.90  

  

Net contributions over expenses year to date  $  4,370.77  

  

That looks good however:  

     -  we have paid no missions and ministries funds in 2020 

    -   some of our staff are working shortened hours thus reducing payroll expense                                                                                

    -   the building is not open as much, resulting in less utilities 

    -   Sunday School is not meeting so there is less supplies expense 
  

                 All that said - don't forget to give to AUMC as you are able. 

                  Giving options - on-line and drop off at office  
  

Questions?   Contact Pastor Ryan, Nancy Mattke or Dan Eilert 
 

PRIORITY #2 STREAMING FROM SANCTUARY 

 

     Some people will not want to attend worship with restrictions and others might just want to wait and continue online 

worship.  Therefore, priority #2 is streaming from the sanctuary.  As of Sunday May 24
th,

 we have been able to live-stream 

worship from the sanctuary.  It is still a work in progress.  While there may be upgrades we need to explore, we are at the 

point of experimenting to be able to offer an online service that has good sound, visual and content quality.  Part of that 

experimenting will be technical (where the camera is placed, where Pastor Ryan is standing, what lighting is best, etc…) 

and part will be structural (How to connect with both online and in-person worshipers, How to order service to fit both new 

social distancing guides for in-person worshipers and at the same time keep it a consistent flow for online worshipers).  

Your patience, participation, and feedback with the experimentation will help us to have a worship service that helps    

connect us, whether in person or online, with God.   

 

     AUMC will need to be able to meet these two priorities before reopening for in person worship.  As I type this on May 

26
th
, we are looking at June as when we will have in-person worship.  The letter that sent out with the survey lifted June 7

th
 

as a possibility.  I want to stress that it is a possibility.  We may also have to push it to the second or third Sunday in June 

if we feel like either the process or the streaming is not ready. It is important to take our time and be wise about it.  I thank 

you for your patience.  This has been a vastly different last 10 weeks and yet God is still good, Jesus’ grace and love is 

still with us, and the Holy Spirit is still equipping and empowering us.  You can always send feedback to me at 

ryanl@andoverumc.com or give me a call/text at 785-545-6837. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Ryan Lynch 

-Plan for reopening contd from P. 2- 

mailto:ryanl@andoverumc.com
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 ➢➢➢ FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Sympathies to  families & 
friends in the passing of: 

Illness &  Treatment:  Illness &  Treatment contd.:  Recovering Other  

Linda Hope 

     George Thrasher, 

Mike Dehass Step-Father 

Bob West 
     Richard Wasson 

George Thrasher,                
  Mike Dehass’ Step-Father 
 

Phyllis Seidl Betty Rich 

   Eldon Graham 

Judy Thiel, Russ Thiel’s   

     sister-in-law 
John, uncle of Eric Becker 
   Friend of Jana  Robinson 

Mother & Father of Justin  
   Kneisel 

Rhonda Menke 

      

Margaret Thorpe 

     Ernie Johnson 

Walter Mattke,           

     Frank Mattke’s brother 

Virginia Wise, friend of  
 Pam Matlock 

Janice Kaupilla, cousin of   
  Dave Valerio 

Brad Hope Georgia Carpenter 

     Melody Billings 

Marge Snyder’s sister 

      
Kevin Edwards friend of      
  James & Tiffany Stepien 

Buff Buffington, son-in-law of  
  Don & Willa  Edwards 

Braxton Church,  
  great-nephew of    
  Marjorie Snyder 

Bill Hendrix 

     Paul Haines 

  Lois Ward Hendrix 

    

Marla, Nancy Kohman’s   
  sister 

Myrna Hinz, mother of Rick   
  Hinz 

 Mother of David    
   Vaughters 

Alyce Minor     
    Connie Hale 

Serenity Carpenter, 
  Sarah & Ryan Lynch’s     
   niece 

Duane Crossman,  Father of    
  Shannon Williams 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

JUNE 
01 Shirley Padding 

01 Charles Henry 

02 Kay Catlin 

02 Sarah Maupin 

04 Jan Brady 

04 Tonya Jordan 

04 Jennifer Guerrie 

07 Carmen Ramirez 

07 Johanna Ramirez 

08 Devin Schuster 

08 Weston Jones 

08 Zach Brooks 

10 Royal Owens 

10 Dorothy Westphall 

12 Joel Fulghum 

12 Ryan Maupin 

14 Linda Jones 

15 Taylor Dietterich 

17 Ben Banks 

17 Joshua Jacobsen 

18 David Oles 

18 Bob Pippin 

19 Karlyn Bradford 

20 Sarah Nygaard 

20 Ella Nygaard 

22 Rosemary Kirby 

23 Mollie Beaver 

24 Jessica Kaufman 

24 Miles Armbrister 

25 Doris Wyatt 

25 Kyle Shook 

26 Eric Wertheimer 

26 Debbie Senters 

26 Brad Hope 

26 Tyler Eidem 

27 Josh Hole  

28 Ken Gibbs 

29 Ryan Parsons 

 

30 Robert Palmer 

30 Eric Becker 

30 Jordan Jones 

 

01 Curt & Jill Snyder 
01 Steve & Jody Huxman-Ramirez 

02 Steve & Sherri Sanders 

04 Les & Karol Hastings 

06 Rodger & Connie Hendrix 

06 Tony & Rene Kaufman 

06 Ben & Sara Banks 

07 Randy & Debbie Shields 

09 Steve & Karen Kealey 

12 Shannon & Hannah Hayden 

18 Mike & Jennifer Primm 

19 Jared & Elizabeth Mattke 

21 Dean & Debbie Senters 

22 Frank & Nancy Mattke 

27 Brent & Glenda Jones 

The Andover Community Food Bank will kick off their School Lunch Program starting Tuesday, May 26. Any 

Andover family needing assistance with lunches during the summer, can pick up five free meals (including 

five cartons of milk) and fresh fruit during regular Food Bank hours. 

• 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays 

• 3-6 p.m. Wednesdays 
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 ➢➢➢ CROSSFIT YOUTH  NEWS 

 

                                                                                Last Youth Zoom Meeting both Middles School and High School                       
                                                                           .                 will be Thursday—May 28th at 4:15.     
                                                                         Melissa sent out the e-mail zoom invite. If you didn't receive                                                                  
                                                                         it or accidental deleted it, you can  e-mail her at                                  
                                                                           melissac@andoverumc.com. 
   

       Visit our Facebook page              

Happy June! 

 

I want to send prayers and well wishes to everybody as we all work together to make it 

through this crazy time. I feel so blessed to be able to see our Crossfit students through 

Zoom meetings and around town as much as I do. I also want to thank all the                      

parents/guardians of our students that are helping to keep them connected even when we 

can’t meet in person! A church is a community and during tough times we need our        

community more than ever!  

 

We are sad that we can’t take our mission trips or attend Camp Horizon this summer, but we 

are going to do our best to make the most of our summer here in Andover. Although plans 

are not  finalized, we are working on coming up with ways that our students can help our 

community and eventually get together with each other safely. I’d like to share a few ways 

that you all can begin serving before we get things organized:  

• Donate food to the Andover Community Food Bank 

• Serve with Open Door Ministries in Wichita 

• Clean up your street or neighborhood 

• Reach out to your friends and neighbors 

• Support our local businesses 

 

Our last Zoom meeting will be this Thursday at 4:15pm. All middle and high school youth are 

invited to join! During this meeting we will share some of the plans we’ve made for social 

distancing get together and service opportunities. Parents and guardians will get that     in-

formation in an email as well. We’re excited to continue learning how to navigate youth min-

istry in our changing world and of course to see each other soon! 

 

Peace, 

Melissa Connell 
Director of Youth Ministries 

mailto:melissac@andoverumc.com
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➢➢➢ CHILDREN’S CHATTER 

When the coronavirus is in our rear-view mirror (and it will be eventually), our perspective may very well have 
shifted. How it changes will be different for each of us. Social distancing, stay-at-home directives, and the 
health implications of COVID-19 are giving us an unexpected opportunity—albeit, likely an unwelcome one. 
They have granted us an opportunity to rethink and reevaluate our sometimes very skewed perspectives. We 
have also been granted the opportunity of time.  Time to spend with our families. 
 
But where does all of this leave us now?  Many of us have faced our fair share of stress and perhaps anxiety 
and/or depression; as have our children. We have survived and will continue to grow stronger each day. 
Things will look and feel different for a while.  Church may look and feel different for our families and children.  
We will follow all rules and our best to help families and children through this time of continuous change.  At 
this point in time, we do plan to have Vacation Bible School at church, though it will probably look different 
this year.   
 
God chose us as His own (Eph 1:4); He created us especially and specifically for this moment in history (Acts 
17:26); We may not know what is going to happen, but God does, and He chose us to be His ambassadors 
during a world-wide crisis. What an honor. None of our plans have been ruined, they’ve been revealed. 
 
Blessings, Erin 

Family ideas 
Under Pressure Give each family member an inflated balloon. Slowly step on the balloons as everyone calls out stresses and 
pressures. When all balloons have popped, read aloud Philippians 4:6 and share ways that Jesus helps us deal with our worries. 

 
Start a family book club. Take turns selecting a book; then meet weekly to discuss it. While you do so, weave in questions and 
discussion about faith and how it shows up in the book. Perhaps a character exhibited Christian behavior, or someone’s selfish 
motivations led to a downfall. This idea is a good excuse to wade into the books your kids are reading and interested in. You 
can grapple with principles in the book or explore challenging concepts together through thoughtful conversation. A family 
book club has the added benefit of keeping your kids reading over the summer, helping to stave off the summer slump. In    
addition, many libraries offer free summer reading programs. 
 
Adopt a neighbor. If you have a neighbor who’s elderly or a single parent, that person might be struggling to keep up with yard 

work. Consider tasking your kids with helping out by going over once a week to pull weeds, water, or plant flowers. (After you 

ask the neighbor for permission, of course.) You can talk in the evening and discuss what they experienced that day and why 

lending a hand to others is something Jesus wants us to do. 

VBS-We will spend four evenings together learning how Jesus is our strong 
foundation. Children will study a different scripture ever night through worship 
and singing, bible study, games, and other activities. Our final evening will be a 
Family night. Families are invited to join us for our story time and final           
celebration. 

What’s happening? 
Kids Connect-Wednesday at 1:30 
Game Night-TBD 
Reverse Lock-In-TBD, More info to come 
VBS-Concrete and Cranes-July 20-24 

Kids Connect Zoom- We created our favorite Bible stories and shared on Zoom. 
Noah’s Ark, Creation, Last Supper and Jesus on a tower are the many stories we 
shared! 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS TO NOTE 

                     

 

School Lunch Program 
             

Starts May 26th 
     

    10am-1pm Tues. 
    3-6pm Wed. 

 

VBS 
 
 

July 20-24 
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