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SUNDAY SERVICES 

8:30am –  Traditional Worship 
9:45am –  Sunday School Classes         
           for Adults, Youth, & Children      
11:00am – Journey of Grace Worship 

 

 

 

July 

       2019 
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P. 8……..Events to Remember &           
                   Staff Listing 

ANDOVER UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

P.O. Box 519 
Andover, KS  67002 

MEDIA CONNECTIONS 

Andover United Methodist Church 
www.andoverumc.com 

AUMC Online Church Directory 
https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/ 
The Outreach Newsletter 

andoverumc.com/outreach.html 

  FOLLOW US ON    

FACEBOOK:  

Andover United Methodist Church: 
https://www.facebook.com/AUMCKS 
Andover UMC CrossFit Youth       
Ministries:  https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n 
Andover UMC Children’s Ministry 

https://goo.gl/VbzPwX 

WORD FROM THE PASTORWORD FROM THE PASTOR  

     I have a question for you, What would it mean to live as if the kingdom of God 
was truly at hand?  Would it change the way you acted or your perspective of the world? 
     I know, a deep question in the middle our busy summer. Who has time to think this 
deeply between running from camp, sports, vacation, reunions, and weddings.  The thing I 
hate to admit is that there are days, not just busy summer days, where this is just a     
concept to me.  It is not that I don’t believe that God’s kingdom is coming and at any    
moment God’s reign might be revealed.  I do believe and I want it to happen.  And yet 
there are days where I go through the motions, make my to do list and start crossing them 
off.  As I go through the motions the kingdom of God is less joyous to me and it’s rather 
just a series of hoops to jump through or items to cross off the list.  It is the feeling when 
faith becomes that dreaded “R” word—religion.   
     Normally I have to catch my tongue whenever I hear someone disparage religion; “I am 
not religious- I am spiritual”.  My mind rushes with frustration at a hallmark of our self-
center culture that every aspect- even the Divine- must cater to our increasingly needy 
personas.  It is all about if “I” feel fed.  Disdain emerges as people talk about their faith 
and practices that is refreshing yet seemingly oblivious that it reached them because of 
generations and generations who passed the religion.  It is from the religious first believers 
who borrowed Jewish worship style of songs, prayers, scripture, teaching that we have 
our concept of worship.  It is from the religious desert monks that we have concepts of 
private spirituality.  It is from the religious priests and “prayer hours” that we have the   
concept of personal prayer and confession.  It is from the religious orders of Jesuits,    
Dominicans and Franciscans that we have concepts of serving those in need as part of 
faith.  It is from the religious reformers that we have bibles broken down in chapter and 
verse so we can quickly reference and methodically analyze scripture.   
     I have to catch my tongue, even though it is from religion and the faithful participants 
that the message of Jesus Christ as been passed to us, because I understand what they 
are saying.  When it is not joy but a list; not hope but a hoop something seems to leave 
the way I practice my faith.  For lack of better words, we speak in terms of spirit and     
spirituality versus religion and religious but I wonder if the real issue is that we stop    
seeking the kingdom of God in our life and in our world.  In John Wesley’s Sermon on the 
kingdom of God he says:  
        Only beware thou do not deceive thy own soul with regard to the nature of this      
        faith. It is not, as some have fondly conceived, a bare assent to the truth of the    
        Bible, of the articles of our creed, or of all that is contained in the Old and New     
        Testament. The devils believe this, as well as I or thou! And yet they are devils   
         still. But it is, over and above this, a sure trust in the mercy of God, through     
         Christ Jesus. It is a confidence in a pardoning God. It is a divine evidence or   
         conviction that "God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not  
         imputing to them their" former "trespasses;" and, in particular, that the Son of  
         God hath loved me, and given  himself for me; and that I, even I, am now     
         reconciled to God by the blood of the cross.  
Alexander Schmemann wrote about a similar idea of living the kingdom of God saying: 
         A Christian is the one who, wherever he looks, finds Christ and rejoices in     
         Him.  And this joy transforms all his human plans and programs, decisions   
         and actions, making all his mission the sacrament of the world’s return to   
         Christ who is the life of the world. 

     I invite you this July to rejoice and know that God loves you.  I invite you to rejoice in 
Christ and let that joy transform your plans and actions.  I invite you to rejoice that even 
though the struggle between religion and spirituality is nothing new the answer is the 
same- seek the kingdom of God in your life and in the world.  For the kingdom of God is at 
hand and that is good news. 
                                                     God Bless,  Pastor Ryan 

The kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and be-

lieve the gospel." Mark 1:15 

http://www.andoverumc.com
https://andoverumc.ctrn.co/
https://goo.gl/sX4Y3n
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  for your information  

 THE LUCY SHOW 

 

DATE 8:30 11:00 TOTALS 

5/5 56 44 100 

5/12 72 40 112 

5/19 57 48 105 

5/26 31      30 61 

    

AVRG 

 

54 41 95 

 

 

Three ways to register: 

1) Completing registration form found on the volunteer board. 

2) Going to AUMC FaceBook page to fill out and submit. 

3) Filling out and submitting form in andoverumc.com  website  

Mon.— Fri.  July 22— 26 
                   5:30— 8 pm 

To Volunteer to be a part of the team that will help make this a roaring  good VBS,  
contact Michel Gors, micheleg@andoverumc.com 

The  AUMC Activity Release Form can 

be found on the Kids Ministry page on 

our AUMC website. 

Join me for the adventure 

Needs for VBS:  30 Shoe boxes with lids & 10 two liter plastic bottles  
Plus the  items needed to be furnished or borrowed listed at the VBS   
table in the foyer. 

 

2019 AUMC Continuing College 

Scholarships &                          

Caleb Eilert Scholarship                

Applications are due to the office by         

4pm July 25th 

Applications and letter of           

explanation can be picked up at 

the church office. 

 Scholarships will be awarded      
Aug.11th 

       Aug. 4th 

Those Gathered on   

Sunday to Worship 

the Lord Our God 

 

ANDOVER UNITED    
      METHODIST     
         CHURCH 

 Mission Statement 

“Connecting people 

with the love of God 

through Jesus Christ” 

Men’s Breakfast  — Sat. July 6 

7:30am  Kansas Medical Center  

XyZ Upcoming Event  

July 9  - Chicken’n’Pickle 
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  for your information   

Amos: A Plumb and Prophetic Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     I have to admit that I have never used a plumb.  I don’t even know if it is supposed to be 

called a plumb, plumb line or a plumb bob.  I do know what it is though and I know what it is 

used for. A plumb is a weight at the end of  a string used to show a vertical plan or point.  It can 

be used to line up walls.  It can be used to find a point on the floor that matches a point on the 

ceiling.  The prophet Amos uses the imagery of the Plumb line, as well as others, to illustrate 

that just like a wall that is not square or plumb will collapse so will a faith. 

In July we will explore how our faith is intended to be more than just a saving faith.  Our faith is 

intended to be a prophetic faith.  

“OLD” FASHIONED SEWING BEE 

Hosted by: Fill My Cup Circle 

July 13, 2019:  10AM to 2 PM 
 

Join in the fun turning used jeans into jeans quilts to be given to 
United Methodist Open Door Klothes Kloset 

Skills Needed: 
Cutting with scissors and/or rotary cutter 

Sewing simple seams on sewing machine 
Pinning, Measuring, Ironing 

All ages and skill levels invited 
Sample Quilt on Display in AUMC Narthex 
Bring your lunch and any sewing items that could be used. 

RSVP:  Rae Thiel 
1 316 992 1360 or rthiel4803@gmail.com 
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Sympathies to families/friends in the 
passing of: 

Ron O’Dell, Father-in-law of Nancy & Bob 
West’s son 

 

Recovering 
Braxton Church, greatnephew of Marjorie 

Snyder 

Zach Brooks, Aaryn Tyler’s brother 

 

Other 
Paul Haines       

Melody Billings       

Mother of David Vaughters 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Illness & Treatment 

John, uncle of Eric Becker 

Kevin Edwards, friend of James & Tiffany 
Stepien 

Buff Buffington, son-in-law of Don & Willa 
Edwards 

Father of Kay Reissig 

Janice Kaupilla, cousin of Dave Valerio 

Friend of Jana Robinson 

Virginia Wise, friend of Pam Matlock 

Marla, Nancy Kohman’s sister 

Hailey Becker Hall, daughter of Eric & Renee 
Becker 

David Wall’s sister-in-law        

 

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT 

For additions and updates:  Send email to churchoffice@andoverumc.com; Place in prayer box in sancturary ; 
                                                Call church office-316-733-1644             

 

Interested in working with our children and youth? 
 
First step: Go to Safe Gatherings,                             
https://safegatherings.com and become certified. Be 
sure to have the invoice sent to us. 
 
Second step: Let us know where you want to volunteer. 
 
Contact Pastor Ryan for any questions. 
 

 
Worship Participant: Sign up for the date, 
service, and spot you want thru website & 
This Just In 
Children’s Sunday School Helpers: Sign up 
for the date, group, & Sunday you want thru 
website & This Just In. 
           Laptop to sign up in foyer @ Sunday 
       

Prayer Team: Meets @ Tues. 1pm in library 

What’s the Scoop? God Sightings 

 Snap your God Sighting 

 Email it to us 

 We Post it on our Facebook and  Website 

blog 

 You get a “What’s the Scoop?” ice cream 

scoop. 

Opportunities: 

2019 Summer Lunch Program 

 
Program runs from May 28th—Aug. 7th.                                      

Distribution days & times:  
Tues. 11:30am-12:30pm at St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Ch.     
Wed. 6:00-6:30pm at Andover United Methodist Ch.   

The Summer Lunch Program is open to any    
student in the Andover School  District who 
needs a lunch provided during the summer 

months.   
           The lunches will be distributed weekly at 

the two locations list below.   

For more information, contact Mary at the      

Andover Community Food Bank at 733-1644 
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  MISSIONS OUTREACH 

Missions for Ordinary People 

July 2019 

Backpacks with School Supplies 

              July is here. We have just put away the fireworks and patriotic           
decorations and we are contemplating what to do with the rest of our summer.  
Vacations! Sports Tournaments! Summer Repair Projects! Family Reunions! High 
School Reunions and their accompanying diets! VBS! Mission Trips! Weekends at 
the Lake! MTW, and many other things. While you are making your list of things 
to do, you stop by a Target, Walgreens, or Wal-Mart and you stop dead in your 
tracks.                     
                                       THE SCHOOL SUPPLY AISLE!  
Didn’t school end yesterday? Kids and teachers everywhere are going into       
depressions. 
      Once the shock wears off you have great memories of buying all those 
new supplies. (Parents don’t have such good memories of emptying their wallets) 
Younger students have good memories of picking out a new backpack for their 
new supplies Those of us of the boomer generation took our supplies in huge 
sacks the first day. Usually we were posing with those sacks in our first day      
pictures.  

      As I alluded to above, not every parent can afford new supplies and     
backpacks every year. These students do not bring old supplies because they are 
embarrassed to do so. Often they say they forgot their supplies. As many of you 
know the Great Plains Conference of the UMC has committed to support public 
schools in Kansas and Nebraska. This is a way we can support students and 
teachers to have a good start to the new school year.  

              When you are at the stores mentioned above, take advantage of the 
sales they have on backpacks and other supplies so we can help an Andover 
child have a positive start to the 2019-2020 school year. Details will follow in     
announcements and bulletins in July.        

Note: The Adult   

Mission/Work Trip 

for March 15-19, 

2020 has all spots  

filled. 
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  CROSSFIT YOUTH  NEWS 

 

 

 

 

View our calendar at bit.ly/1KmUhYm 

Visit our Facebook page              

Sunday:  

9:45am Sunday     

             School    
         (meets all year)           

6:30pm Crossfit 
            (Does not meet   

            during school   

            summer break.) 

Wednesday:  

6:30pm Middle School   

             Small Groups 

7:30pm High School                        

   Class                                                    
(Does not meet during school 

summer break)                     

Happy July!! 

 

 I cannot believe that we are already halfway through the summer. These last couple of months have gone by so   

quickly! Crossfit Youth have been very busy already.  

 

Six of our high school youth went to one of our other Great Plains Conference camps, Camp Comeca, in Cozad,        

Nebraska the first week of June on their mission trip. During that week we were tasked with blazing a trail between their     

indoor chapel and their outdoor chapel so that their campers didn’t have to walk on the road to get to the outdoor chapel   

anymore. We cut down a very large amount of pine trees over the course of four and a half days, and completed our goal of 

getting all the way to the end of the trail! There are still some stumps that will need to be removed and some work that will 

need to be done to make the trail more level for their campers, but our students felt accomplished with the work that we got 

done! We also were able to clean out their craft shed so that it was usable for their campers this summer. 

 

Our middle schoolers went to middle school camp during the third week of June. We took seven members of our 

youth group and some friends for a total of twelve students. We had a blast learning about how to be family to those around 

us. The Middle School campers were the first group to swim in Camp Horizon’s brand new pool, which was so exciting! We 

bonded a lot as a group, played a lot of 9 square, and probably did not get enough sleep, but it was worth it! 

 

This month our middle schoolers are headed to Nashville, Tennessee for their mission trip, and our high schoolers will 

go to High School Camp! We also have a few high schoolers headed to the Summit Youth Academy at Southwestern College for 

a week of learning how to answer their call from God, and/or figuring out what their calling is.  

 

 If you would like to stay more in the look about what’s going on with our youth, follow us on Instagram at 

@crossfityouthministries, or request to join our Facebook page, Andover UMC Crossfit Youth Ministries. 

 
Peace, 
Melissa Connell 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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 CHILDREN’S CHATTER 

  CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SMALL GROUPS FOR PRE-K TO 5TH GRADERS 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Sunday School at 
9:45am:   

         Join us for an awesome hour of 
Bible fun as we explore the scriptures   
through rough art, science, games, 
cooking, drama, and music.   

Sunday Morning Journey of Grace 
Worship at 11:00am:  

        Come worship as a family in this 
service made specifically to encourage    

children’s participation. The grown-ups 
and the little ones will feel engaged as 
we worship God together!  

Nursery services 

are also provided 

during these meeting 

times for children 

birth-3 years old!           

Wednesday Evening Children’s 
Small Group, 6:30pm—7:45pm:       
       
      Following our community meal at 
6:00pm, come upstairs for a time of 
faith formation that will make you 
laugh, help you grow and inspire 
imaginations!  
     Join us upstairs on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30-7:45 to learn more!   
(Does not meet during school     
summer break.)                       

It’s time to ROAR!!!  Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

is just around the corner, the last week of July.   

July 22
nd

 through the 26
th
 from 5:30-8pm.  We are  

getting excited as plans are coming together for a 

fun-filled week, learning about God’s love and no matter how wild life can get – God is GOOD!   

 I am hoping you have registered your children or grandchildren, friends or neighbors    

already – but if not be sure to do it soon so we can plan accordingly!  We will have a dinner for 

the children before activities begin so we need to plan numbers for food ingredients purchases.  

You can register in the office, online or find links through our page on Facebook.  It’ll be here 

soon so sign up today! 

 We are also looking for a few remaining         

volunteers to help make our week successful for the 

children!  There are a lot of opportunities left to get   

involved – just as a helper or as a   teacher.  The more 

kids the more fun – but the more volunteers we need to 

make sure everyone is safe and having a great time.  

Please contact me today if your heart is telling you to 

jump in and enjoy the week, helping our young people discover how good our God is in their life!   

You can contact me via email at micheleg@andoverumc.com or call or text my cell at          

(316) 239-5790.  Adults or youth – we welcome one and all and we will find the perfect spot for 

you to get involved! 

 I hope your summer is off to a great start and your family is blessed with good health and 
time spent making memories to last a lifetime.  Here’s to cookouts, camping, s’mores and   
swimming.  Isn’t life great!?  Be sure to count your blessings and thank God for his glorious 
presence in your life.  
  
Blessings and God’s loving grace! 
Michele Gors 

mailto:micheleg@andoverumc.com
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OUR STAFF  
       Pastor—Ryan Lynch  ryanl@andoverumc.com 

      Youth Ministry—Melissa Connell melissac@andoverumc.com 

      Children’s Ministry—Michele Gors micheleg@andoverumc.com 

      Music Ministry—Justin Petersen justinp@andoverumc.com 

      Nursery Cor.—Mary Vaughters churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Pianist—Laurel Delimont churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Financial Secr.—Marcia Haskins  marciah@andoverumc.com 

Organist—Irene Martin churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Custodian— Steve Owen churchoffice@andoverumc.com 

Admin/Treasurer– Mary Robey  maryr@andoverumc.com 

Office Assistant.—Dee Ann Gaskins deeg@andoverumc.com 

IMPORTANT EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

                      

 

V B S    

7/22—7/26/19 

5:30—8:00 pm 

Missions  
July Outreach  

 
Backpack  

with School Supplies           

 

August 

4th 


